WOMEN AND SOCIAL INJUSTICE

married after maturity ? If a reform of this kind is made in the-
Hindu Law, I am afraid, the man or the woman will find out,
some immoral way of gratifying his or her unsatisfied desire and
there will be a wholesale moral corruption in the society, t
therefore think that this question should entirely be left to the
discretion of the man or the woman concerned."

My reply to the catechist was a challenge to man who
is the law-giver. He will not allow his liberty to be restric-
ted. My reply, therefore, is an attempt to show that what
is considered desirable for man should be equally so for
woman, and that therefore, a widow should have the same
discretion as a widower about remarriage. Moreover, the
Hindu Law is not inelastic like the laws made under the
British constitution. It will be noticed that I have deli-
berately used the word ' sinful' instead of criminal. A
crime carries with it punishment imposed by a man-
worked State. A' sin is punishable only by God or one's
conscience. And I do think that, if Hindu society rises to
the level I have aimed at in my answer, it will be a great
gain for it and humanity.

Young India, 18-11^26
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PROSTITUTION OF IDEALS
I extract the following from a letter on the remarriage
of child widows :
" In your reply to B. Agra, in the Young India of September 23,.
you say that child widows should be remarried by their parents.
How can this be done by those parents who perform kanyadana,
i.e. who give their daughter in marriage according to shastric-
injunction? Surely it is impossible for parents, who have most
solemnly and by religious rites renounced all claims on their
daughter in favour of their son-in-law, to give her in marriage
after his death to another person. She may of her own accord re-
marry if she will, but since she was given by her parents as a
gift or donation (dana) to her husband, no one in the world after
the death of her husband has any right to give her in marriage.
And for the same reason she herself does not possess any right